
First grade with Mrs. Poage  November 30, 2022

Language arts 
Reading We completed our first unit in Teacher’s College-Building 
Good Habits. Our celebration involved a football to memorialize all the 
hard words we tackled using our good habits while dropping bad 
habits. Children should be encouraged to apply these strategies at 
home. Bad habits include The Freeze (Just Freezing) — The Tell Me 
(looking to an adult to fill in the word) — The Mumble (mumbling over 
a word) — and the Blooper (saying a word that begins with the letter, 
but doesn’t make sense). Good habits are looking at the picture, get-
ting a running start to say the word, skipping a word and reading to 
the end and going back to think about what makes sense. Students 
should always be monitoring for meaning during reading.

November has also been the month of learning about schema. Your 
schema is everything you know in your brain and the information you 
bring to a text. Children learned the importance of activating their 
schema during the preview of a text and making connections through 
the reading in order to comprehend the text more fully. The three kinds 
of connections are:
•Text-to-Self
•Text-to-Text
•Text-to-World
We reviewed text-to-self and text-to-text so far. Text-to-world for this 
grade level is more difficult because it is more abstract, but we will go 
there! Students should be making connections during reading time at 
home as well. 

Writers’ Workshop
In November we focused on letter writing. The children learned the 
five parts of a letter. They wrote to our class pet and had some fun 

writing to Fairy Tale Characters. 

Word Wall Students are responsible for conventional spelling for all 
word wall words taught to date in any written work. They should focus 
on using the word wall as a tool in the classroom and their flash cards 
at home. Spelling is only mastered with A LOT of practice. 

Literacy Centers We are adding new centers each week and the children are 
becoming self-regulated during literacy center time. This month we opened Fairy 
Tale Mail. It is a time when students write and give advice to the fairy tale charac-
ters. The letters are very funny! They even added their own characters onto the 
board.  

Homework Please Remember: Let your child do all their own spelling in creating sen-
tences and writing thoughts. You can help them by stretching the word out slowly so 
they can hear all the sounds.
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Math 
We learned that we can compare 
two sets or use the part-part-whole 
model to find the difference be-
tween two sets. As all people think 
about numbers differently, not all 
strategies will work for all chil-
dren. Your child will be encouraged 
to use what is best for them to solve 
a problem. Students are also work-
ing in their individualized pro-
grams using i_ready. The H center 
is full of hands on activities to prac-
tice taught concepts. 
Science 

Light and Shadow is our new unit 
of study. Students began the unit 
with thinking about a phenomena: 
What is the problem with the Pe-
ter Pan movie that shows Peter 
trying to find his shadow. We cre-
ated a chart to find out what we 
think we know about light and 
shadow — it also helps me to iden-
tify any misconceptions and plan 
activities to debunk them! 

Social Studies 
November is always a time for 
showing thanks and learning to 
appreciate the importance of our 
basic needs: food, water, shelter, 
the love of family and friends, 
plants, animals, and freedom. Stu-
dents read many books connected 
to these themes, both fiction and 
non-fiction. On Election Day we 
had a class election for the name of 
the class animal. It was Spots vs. 
Jeff. Spots  won by a landslide. 
Spots is coming home with each 
child to visit and have a experience 
that will be memorialized in a 
notebook! Please make sure Spots 
is returned the next day. 
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